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The Protector of Finance c 

Tales of Resilius Marvel, Guardian of Bank Treasure jjj 

By WELDON J. COBB 
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R ESILIUS MARVEL ml at hU 
di sk with six photographs spread 
out before him. when, following 
a telephone call from him. I h«<l 
gone over to the office of the I'nlted 
Bunkers' Protective association. Three 
were pictures of women who contrast- 
'll somewhat ns to age and facial ex- 
pression. He hnd his bunds thrust 
deep In hln pockets as he crowded fur 
back In his tilting swivel choir, a fa- 
vorite pose when he wns either very 
much engrossed in considering a sub- 
ject or very comfortable. 

When the great man had a case 
fully In grasp with the end in 
sight he raroly referred to it. 
When, however, bo was perturbed or 
perplexed, It seemed to bo a vent, a 
relief to talk it over with me. Not that 
I was of much assistance to him- In 
fact. 1 felt that I wns simply -. butler. 
Sometimes there was an aaslmilutlon 
unit I would venture suggestions. Nine 
out of ten of these were vbcuoub and 
full of flaws. 8omciimea the tenth 
from the mental scrap heap wcftild pos- 
sess the germ of an idea. If so. he 
rolled It through his own shrewd 
thiuklng processes, and away bn went 
with It. turning out something brilliant 
and effective from the very raw ori- 
ginal material. Indeed. 

“I hud quite an interesting visitor 
yesterday." observed my friend, uud 
he tossed n card across the table. 
Know hi in?" 

I read the name, "Howard Suther- 
land." mid nodded lu assent, adding 
verbally : 

“He Is the owner of Sutherland & 
Son, very good bankers nud very 
Bound financially. 

“Were," disputed Marvel polutedly. 
“Tills Is under the rose, of course," 
reluted my friend. “I can see no rea- 
son why their credit should be re- 
stricted from what I have discovered, 
or rather what has been revealed to 
me. I do not think the case will be a 
serious one. but there Is certainly 
some need of tinkering. Mr. Suther- 
land bus asked mo to take up the af- 
fair. It Is interesting and unique, for 
the reason that a blight has come over 
the Sutherland family uud business life, 
and he has not the least Idea where- 
fore. That tlrst photo Is of himself." 

"Yes, a very good picture," I re- 
marked. 

"The second Is his son. Dunbar 
Sutberlaud." 

“I recognised him also." 

"The third Is a faithful adherent of 
the family. He saved the life of the 
son In a border tussle with Indians 
five years ago Duubnr Sutherland 
took him up out of grutltude, educated 
him, gave him n position In the hank, 
and from what I learn he Is a veritable 
wiii.ii dog of the Sutherland interests. 
Hls nuuie Is Chespa." 

Ho was straight as an arrow. 
The refinements of civilisation hnd 
toned down the primal ferocity of eyes 
nnd lips. Still. In his glance was the 
clear steadiness of a man not to be 
trifled with. 

"A dangerous person to arouse." 
was the comment I made, and Marvel 
nodded In mute agreement with the 
conviction. 

•'The first lady, the older of the 
three." he went on. "Is Mrs. Howard 
Sutherland The young lady with the 
sweet eyes and tho unmistakable tinge 
of the haul ton In pose and face. Is 
MIbb (lladys Vernon, a debutante of 
last season. The last of tho gToup is 
Nina Tricortln. who was the maid of 
Mrs. Howard Sutherland and the fiance 
of Chedpa. 

"Up to a month since." continued 
Marvel, "that group of six seemingly 
represented Ideal social conditions 
Two weeks ago Miss Vernon was tent 
with a relative to Europe, after she 
had written a brief cold note to her 
former lovor breaking their engage- 
ment peremptorily. One week later 
Mrs. Howard Sutherland left tho house 
secretly and telegraphed from New 
York to her husband that all was over 
between them. She made no farther 
explanations except to state that he 
would later hear from the lawyer of 
her brother la Scotland. The amazed 
husband and son knew not which way 
to turn (or counsel or enlightenment. 
Tho domestic complication was light- 
ened and some kind of an establish- 
ment maintained through Chespa sud- 
denly marrying tho girl. Nina. In a 
maze of doubt and distress, closely 
guarding from public knowledge tho 
trouble that has come upon them, the 
Suthertands have waited, hoping for 
sotno development that would cast 
light upon the situation. It has not 
come. Tho Vernon family refuse to 
discuss the broken engagement with 
Dunbar Sutherland, no further word 
has been received from Mrs. Howard 
Sutherland The only bright natural 
spot In the onsemble Is Urn newly- 
made bride, volatile, lightsome as ever 
and apparently devoted to tho tawny- 
skinned husband she has so strangely 
selected as s life partner." 

"And the Dank end of tho tangle— 
of course there must be one to lit the 
application for yoar services," 1 re- 
marked. 

"There again one pu tiling strain of 
Might and mystery appears." replied 
Msrv*l. "Strong financially as the 
Sutherlands have been, exact and sys- 
tematic as their transactions have been 
carried on. some malign Influence has 


been at work to destroy the Integrity 
of their business. The bunk has been 
raided — once, twice, thrice. A remark- 
able scries of attacks upon Its stand- 
ing have nbown so much plan and per- 
sistency that Howard Sutherland 
passes his hours of distress fearing 
that it la only a question of time when 
the final move or fate, or a powerful 
relentless enemy, will precipitate an ul- 
timate catastrophe of ruin. There have 
been three events of portentous sig- 
nificance. 

"First— the Waldner fraud: A man 
giving that name came Into the bunk 
three weeks ago wishing to open an 
account Ho selected the busy hour. 
He had his deposit slip made out for 
(4,000. This comprised three checks 
aggregating (2.000, and be exhibited 
$2,000 In currency. At the Sutherland 
institution the slips do not Itemize 
such details as checks, drafts, curren- 
cy. but one aggregate Is given. Young 
Sutherland O. K.'d th account, after 
verifying the checks and counting the 
bank no es, and directed this Waldner 
to tbc receiving teller. On his way to 
the latter, Waldner extracted $1,900 
from the currency and substituted a 
check for that amount. He bah casu- 
ally mentioned to young Sutherland 
that he might want to draw on the de- 
posit, and the latter naturally noted on 
tbo slip the cash limit of (2.000. the 
checks to go out for collection. The 
next morning a check was presented 
for (1.800. paid, and the bank was out 
for that amount, for the deposited 
checks were worthless.” 

"Not new. but not often tried." 1 ob- 
served. 

"Second." proceeded Marvel with his 
narrative, "the bond substitution. This 
was where a man came into the bank 
wishing to sell (10,000 worth of bonds. 
They were non-registered. but of the 
highest grade. He offered a fair dis- 
count, and Howard Sutherland knew 
they were likely to go up on a rising 
market. The arrangements were set- 
tled sun the purchase price paid In 
currency. The banker placed the 
bonds In a box envi-lope, noting the 
numbers and denominations on the 
outside. Just then there was a scream 
outside of the room and Sutherland 
hastened to the doer of his office to 
trace the commotion. A woman bad 
fainted, but to quickly recover. The 
envelope was handed over to the cash- 
ier, placed In the vault, removed for 
sale two days later and found to con- 
tain some worthless mining stock. The 
fainting scheme had beeu put up to 
distract attention, whllo tho broker 
changed the securities behind the 
back of the unsuspecting banker.” 

“These Incidents might come np nt 
any bank In tho course of its history." 

I said. 

"True." agreed Marvel; "or because 
they are a new bouse Sutherland A 
Sod might have been selected as fresh 
victims by clever crooks That phase, 
however, fades Into nothingness when 
we come to consider. Incident three; 
*1,800, (12,000, and now (40.000. You 
see the scale Is an ascending one." 

'The $10,000—" I began. 

"Covers something so new, so un- 
usual, so Inexplicable that it Is fairly 
siaggcrlng. A man. a Mexican, came 
to the bunk sixty days since and depos- 
ited (2.000. Ho named himself Miguel 
Crlstol. and claimed to be a success- 
ful miner who hnd made bis pile and 
had come north to see a little of life. 
When he made his deposit he produced 
n small metal box with four half keys 
fitting Intricate locks. Ills Interview 
was w ith Dunbar Sutherland. Opening 
the box, ho had Its contents verified. 
It contained (23,000 in treasury notes 
He locked tbo box. sealed It. gave two 
half keys to young Sutherland and 
asked him to keep the box In a safe 
place subject to call. Sutherland ft 
Son have no safety deposit vaults, but 
tbo box was placed under special lock 
nnd key In the treasure safe. He 
drew out his regular account In- 
termittently. Throe daya ago ho 
appeared, saying be bad a de- 
mand for all hls money, as he was 
about to Invest It In the purchase of a 
hotel at Hob Angeles. The box was 
brought from tho vault. A clerk was 
called In to witness the safe return of 
the contents to Its owner. The seals 
were removed, the keys fitted, tho box | 
opened." 

My friend pansed Impressively. Then 
he reached over towards hls desk and 
took out a metal box. It answered to 
the description of the one he had re- 
ferred to and' I knew U must be the 
same. 

"When they opened It." announced 
Resilius Marvel— this " 

Ho movpd the box about to Indicate 
that It was empty then as empty now. 
Hs drew hls finger across the inner 
surface of the box cover. A slight 
smudge adhered to hls finger tips, 
nothing more. 

■Whitr I Inquired, at sea. 

"Not a trace of the original enclos- 
ure was discoverable except a thin 
sooty gathering on the box cover, as 
you see. The Mexican blew up dread- 
fully. Hla money! hls money) he de- 
manded. The Sutherlands were dum- 
founded, distressed. No one could have 
rifled the box without the Joint key 
parts. Tbs seals had been found in- 
tact. ‘Spontaneous combustion' or 
whnt not. th# money had disappeared 
and the trustee must make It good 
Sen or Crlstol gave the Sutherland! a 


week to decide cn a settlement or a 
null." 

"Hut — “ 1 began, and paused there 
summarily. No sane man Would 
devise a scheme to destroy money 
on the risk of Its value recov- 
ery and where the act would bring no 
gain. Marvel did not give me any 
bint that might have enlightened me. 
and before the Interview bad led to 
further developments there was an in- 
terrupt ion. 

It was the original of the first pho- 
tograph Marvel had shown me who 
now bum unceremoniously Into the 
room — Howard Sutherland. Ills face 
was flushed and heatod, bis eyes fired 
with the wildest excitement He fell 
rather than sank Into a chair, fairly 
collapsing under some terrific mental 
strain. Catching his side with hls 
hand, punting painfully, he almost 
sobbed out: 

"Another blow— the worat yet! We 
shall have to close Ibe doors of the 
bank.” 

"Take time, we are friends," spoke 
Marvel reassuringly, with a motion of 
the hand embracing myself. "Tell 
your story — we will do the thinking 
for you." 

There was something pltirul In the 
picture presented of a proud, strong 
man bent down by a weight of trou- 
ble. dread and. above all. myatery. It 
was this latter element that brought 
the distress. To me It was all Incoher- 
ent. the motive the purpose obscured 
and I could tell from the manner of 
Marvel that he did not yet sec the 
light. 

According to the banker, when the 
cashier had gone to the document 
chest that morning ho had found 
missing a bundle of notes represent- 
ing one-half the accommodation paper 
of the bank. 

It would be difficult for any person to 
negotiate the notes without our being 
called up first, as the Impress of re- 
ceipt by the bank bt stamped upon 
them." 

"Then why selected?" I could not 
help break In. 

"I will answer that." Interrupted 
Marvel crisply. "Tbta last blow at the 
bank Is one of a series made by the 
hand of an enemy. There can be no 
other hypothesis upon which to pro- 
ceed. and 1 now know my ground." 

"I have not one In the world!" do 
dared the banker, and I could not 
doubt hls clear frank eye and open 
face. ( 

"Some one Is trying to ruin you." 
declared Marvel. "Play for delay In 
the settlement of the claim for that 


“Then she — “ 

“Will be the object of some atten- 
tion on my part this evening. I want 
you to keep tbo bank In view from 
eight until about eleven, and report 
uy me first thing to the morning." • 

I waa glad 1 bad uot been born a 
patrolman, after an hour of my serv- 
ice In following the Instructions of 
Resilius Marvel that evening. By the 
end of un hour 1 was tired of circling 
the block In which the tank was lo- 
cuted. Finally, when the watchman 
gave up his smoke and hls sent on the 
steps and went Inside, 1 slipped Into 
tho shadow of a space aligning the ad- 
joining building. . 

The bank was located In a district 
Just ontlylng the business section, and 
somewhat off the main thoroughfare 
Not many people passed except neigh- 
borhood residents. None called for 
l especial attention. Interest or suspi- 
cion until a woman passed by. deeply 
veiled. 

As she reached the entrance to the 
bank she slightly paused. She drifted 
out of view. U waa to reappear again, 
however. In about fifteen minutes. 
Now it waa later, and she had chosen 
a time when the street was fairly de- 
serted She looked ahead and back of 
ber searchlnglv. hurried forward, 
knelt on the second step and threw up 
her veil. 

The light from the corner arc light 
I glinted brilliantly across her. I stood 
' fairly fascinated. 1 bad never been 
Impressed so startlingly. It waa like 
some effective stage picture. Her 
| face had a smooth creole tinge, her 
eyes were like the circlet of gems she 
wore at her throat In her ears w ere 
two diamonds that must hare coat a 
small fortune. Her dress was of rich 
dark velvet A plain black silk ribbon 
suspended at ber breast a simple gold 
cross. 

The woman lifted the cross to her 
lips, kissed It reverently and closed 
her eyes as If In prayer. And then — 

She arose from her knees. Sudden- 
ly the pose of a devotee changed to 
that of a fury. I heard her lips hiss, 
her teeth grit her breath came In 
hard, broken gups, and a gush of 
words came from her lips In a vlperish 
hiss that cut the still night air like a 
steel lash. 

1 am a fair French scholar, and 
once I had acquired a smattering of 
Spanish. I knew enough of the latter 
language to partially Interpret those 
dreadful words that fell from the wo- 
man's lips. Where her perfect face 
had appeared beautiful. It now as- 
sumed a demoniac expression. An 



WHO APE. YOU? SHE DEMANDED. HER EYES DILATING .NOT WITH 
ALARM BUT HEIGHTENING DISPLEASURE 


*40.000. How far wll* the abstraction 
of these last notes hamper you?" 

"They included the paper of some 
borrowers we had planned to drop, 
and It aware that the notes were lost 
these might repudiate their loans," ex- 
plained the banker. "Outside of that 
the break on our records, our system, 
together with our repeated losses, 
cripple us considerably." 

"I will have some definite word for 
you within seventy-two hours. Mr. 
Sutherland." promised Resilius Mar- 
vel. and t knew he would redeem the 
pledge. I saw nothing further of him 
until the following afternoon, when be 
came into the bank. 

"Arrange to Join me about dusk," 
said Marvel. "1 have learned a great 
deal, but It Is only a glimmering. 
The potent force behind a conspiracy, 
or a vendetta — " 

"A vendetta!" 1 repeated blankly. 

"Call U by what term you ebooso. 
but the culmination will show a hid- 
den hand Impelled by some other mo- 
tive than that of gain. Sutherland. 
Jr., and thia Chet pa have each a key 
to the bank. Either may enter It after 
closing hours at hie option. The only 
one who entered It— about ten o'clock 
Uet evening— was Chespa. The watch- 
man says bo went to the counting 
room, got an umbrella rrom under the 
counter and went away." 

"You distrust this Chespa?" 

"In no sense, and for a very good 
reason. I had a casual talk with him 
He evera that he ate something that 
disagreed with him last evening, that 
he went uy to hit room, lay down on 
the bed with hie clothes on. and slum- 
bered profoundly until daybreak. A 
servant at the bouse verified that be 
bad neither left nor re-entered the 
house since dinner. From the tame 
source I learned that hla wife, this 
volatile butterfly. Nina, was absent 
from alas until eleven." 


anathema, crushing, blighting, came 
from her II pa In a withering blast 
Alive and dead, In health and sick- 
ness. might heaven curse and destroy 
the Sutherland family, root and 
branch! 

A motorcycle turned the corner 
with Its disturbing chug, a pedestrian 
came Into view. Tho woman dropped 
her veil and rapidly proceeded down 
tho street I was fairly stunned, 
cowed, bewildered, but I ntarted from 
my covert, dimly tracing in this un- 
canny visitation a thread In the duH 
that might lead lo the solving of the 
mystery that appertained to the for- 
tunes of the 8utherlands. 

1 came arouud tho corner of the 
next street half a minute after the 
) woman bad turned. Too late! She 
had sprung Into a taxicab and (lashed 
out of eight r.nd I bad no means of 
following her. 

Thu was all that night. That was 
| nl! 1 had to report to Resilius Marvel 
In the morning. He listened silently. 

I gravely. Then be gave me further In- 
ntruetiona. What he had accomplished 
he did not say, but when bn named 
the volatile Nine, the newly made 
bride of Chespa, 1 knew where the 
I main Interest was centered. 

''The woman knows me.” observed 
my friend. "It la necessary, very nec- 
essary to keep track of her through 
the day. We must descend for the oc- 
casion to old-faabloned methods— a 
pair of aide whiskers and some dark 
gU*w* will afford yon a respectable 
disguise. I trust you not to lose sight 
of ber when she leaves the Sutherland 
home until she returns " 

1 waa proud of my commission. 
While I believed It represented a mis- 
taken confidence in my ability, I was 
flattered Wheo 1 went to the office 
of my friend at eleven o'clock that 
morning, the quick glance of Marvel 
told mo that he saw In bis shrewd 


1 way that 1 had found out something 
of Importance and was eager to im- 
part It 

"You followed Mrs. Nina—" he 
spoke first 

| "For an hour. She went—" 

"To the home of the woman you 
saw at the bank Inst night." 

it was not exactly pleasant lo be 
anticipated, but I Immediately remind- 
ed myself that 1 was dealing with a 
man who reasoned out a case at times 
distinctly ahead of Its actual progress, 
so I assented meekly 

I had seen the woman Nina leave 
the Sutherland place ami found ber 
an easy shadow. She loos a fellow 
passenger for about a mile. When 
sin- alighted I was after her at a dis- 
tance. 

She walked along leisurely for about 
two blocks and entered a quiet street 
given over mainly to apartment 
houses of the better class. Opposite 
one of these she looked up at its sec 
ond story. A woman, the lady 
of the diamonds and the curses, was 
seated at the window What seemed 
to bo a curly-headcd child sat In a low 
chair beside her. In the broad window 
frame rested a doll, some toys and a 
heap of wooden building blocks. 

Some of these had been piled up as 
if casually to amuse the child. The 
letters and numbers they bore were 
about two inches In length Cbespa's 
wife had halted and was glancing fix- 
edly at the blocks, while the woman 
at the window made no conscious 
movement of encouragemeul or recog- 
nition. 

The top of tho pyramid of blocks 
was 2, then 12. a 6. and then "L-A-N- 
O." and as Nina walked oa 1 knew 
she bud received a message. “At 2 
o'clock. 12 Fifth Ave., Lang" And I 
Interpreted this to mean that they 
would meet at noon at 12 Fifth ave- 
nue. which I also knew to be a ladles' 
hairdressing parlor conducted by one 
Lang. 

I saw that Marvel thought so. too, 
and soon be expressed himself to that 
effect. He went over to a cabinet and 
1 noted that he placed a small case 
containing some rnetnl utilities In hls 
pocket. Then he consulted bis watch. 

"You arc not going to the apparent 
meeting place of the two women, 
then?" 1 Interrogated naturally, as 
Just about the noon hour we left the 
office of the United Bankers' Protec 
tire association, but headed away 
from the direction Indicated. 

"I am bound for a better quarry " 
replied Marvel, and 1 did not question 
hls expert Judgment when we reached 
tho apartment house where I bad seen 
the woman of diamonds and curses 
two hours before. 

My friend entered the building, lo- 
cated the apartment, and proceeded 
to open a door with the swiftness 
and dexterity of a professional house- 
breaker. 

He pushed me acrcmtf the threshold 
and into a chair and^then closed the 
door after resetting the lock. "Sit 
there," he directed, "and watch and 
listen for outsiders.” 

My first glance was towards the 
front window. The pyramid of build- 
ing block construction lay In disor- 
derly ruins on the rug. In the low 
chair sat. not a child as I bad thought 
from a street view, but an Immense 
doll with golden ringlets which tho 
woman of mystery had feigned to 
amuse, and then I knew we had to 
deal with a clever woman. 

The place waa plainly but richly 
furnished. The. waits held .but one 
picture. This was a well executed oil 
painting of a woman of middle age. I 
could trace a resemblance to the wo- 
man who had visited the bank. It 
must be the portrait of her mother. I 
decided. Then I concluded that this 
mother was dead, for a heavy piece of 
crepe was looped over one end of the 
picture. Marvel was busy all about 
the apartment. That utility case of 
hls seemed to furnish devices which 
gave him ready entrance to a locked 
writing desk and chiffonier. I could 
| trace growing satisfaction and enlight- 
enment in hls strong face as he pock- 
eted a package of documents, as he 
read and reread lett*<* and cards, 
and at the end of half an hour be sank 
easily to a chair facing the door, and 
glanced at hls watch with the air of a 
man ahead of time with hls work, and 
Impatiently .awaiting official release 
from service. 

A key clicked In the lock of the door 
Resilius Marvel stepped forward and 
placed hls hand on tho inside knob. 
He retreated as the door came open. 
As a figure stepped over the thresh- 
hold he closed the door quickly, set hls 
back against It and faced the. aston- 
ished woman of mystery. 

"Who are you?” she demanded, her 
eyes dilating not with alarm but 
heightening displeasure. 

"My card." 

The woman read the name with one 
sweep of her matchless eyes. The 
color faded In her cheeks. She had 
heard of Resilius Marvel, that was 
manifest. Her shapely band trembled 
slightly. Then she set that tragle 
face of hers steady as steel. 

"Your business here?" she demand- 
ed. 

"To ask you to return that package 
of accommodation notes to Fatherland 
ft Son. from whom your accomplice 
stole them," Marvel Incisively, In- 
formed her. and he tendered the docu- 
ments I had seen him secure from the 
writing desk. "Isora Glglla. I Judge, 
is your name. If you do not care to 
have It appear In pnblle print, you 
win assist me In retracing the false 
steps you have taken and Inform me 
what Inspired them.” 

"Give me five minute#." eald the 
woman, simply. 

"Ten. If you Hke, but consider the 
net drawn." replied Marvel. 

The woman drew a chair In the cen- 
ter of the room. Directly feeing the 
shrouded portrait, she fixed her eyes 
upon It. ber bands crossed In her tap. 
ber soul In commotio*. Badness, an 


gulsh, grief. >an the gamut scrota 

Uu.no classic features. Then they 
hardened lo some desperate decision. 
She arose. 

"You whom 1 have beard of," she 
said slowly, coldly to Marvel, "I will 
teli you that I have a million to carry 
out my purposes; that I hesitated at 
no peril ot the taint of criminality to 
mature my fixod. Just plans I am re- 
sponsible for all that has been dona 
I have directed. ‘ have paid for tbo 
service exacted. You step. In. Very 
well. Then hearken! 1 abandon slow 
torture and ruin for Howard Suther- 
land. but— I shall kill him!" 

Marvel bad penciled something on a 
card while the woman spoke. It di- 
rected me to go for tho banker at 
onco. As I returned with him and we 
entered the room Isora Glglla sprang 
to her feet. I caught the cold glitter 
of an unsheathed stilleto. The ready 
hand of Marvel bad disarmed her. but 
she stood with clenched fists, her eyes 
emanating fire as she viewed Howard 
Sutherland. 

"Look!" she hissed at him, pointing 
to the shrouded portrait. "Dare you 
stand there and look upon my mother, 
the woman you lured from the side ot 
my heartbroken father and left to die 
In a wretched Mexican hovel!" 

"I do not understand," spoke the 
banker In a dazed, bewildered way. 

Rut. as the woman raved on. as she 
told of the man who, claiming to bo a 
banker rrom New Orleans, had flashed 
Into the socletyr of ber home town In 
Mexico, to borrow money from new 
friends, to sell to Innocent Investor* 
securities in a fraudulent railroad 
sebeme. the light suddenly broke over 
the mind of the bnnker. 

A man had Impersonated him. he 
now- recalled, using bis Dame. Such 
was the fact, a man now in prison In 
Texas serving a long term sentence, 
hls name Archibald Dover, slowly dy- 
ing. he had heard, of consumption. 

With the magic skill of an expert . 
unravelcr of mysteries. Resilius Mar- 
vel soon had woven a fabric of clarity | 
and fact from the disordered threads 
of the strange case he had brought to 
a focus. 

After her father had died. Isora Gig 
lia. left a large fortune, bad started 
out with but one motive in life — a ven- 
gence, vendetta against the man 
who had lured her mother to a sor- 
rowful death. Now that the truth 
came out the Instinct of justice 
caused her to reveal the Intricate 
workings of her plots. She had bjred 
emissaries to assist her In her plntis 
to ruin the Sutherlands financially i 
Nina hud been her ally — Nlnu who, 
drugging Chespa. hud donned hls 
clothes nnd hud stolen the notes from 
the bank. Nina who, through forged 
letters, had co-operated In estranging 
Mrs. Sutherland and Miss Vernon 
from father and son. 

Recompense she was ready to make 
—willing, insistent. Then— to flit to 
the prison where tho real object of 
her vengence was. and to gloat over 
hls sufferings while he lay dying Inch 
by inch! 

It was at the Sutherland borne that 
the case was gone over in deUil that 
evening. There were present Uic 
bunker, hls son, Chespa, Marvel and 
myself. 1 noted a dusky horror gath- 
er over the face of the half-breed as It 
was revealed to bint that he had been 
made the unsuspecting victim of tho 
perfidy of the woman he had trusted. 

Then the emotion aroused by the 
high sense of honor and fidelity in- . 
stilled Into him when a child, gave 
way to a dull, sullen expression. I 
turned away os I read a lurking tonio- 
i !iing 1 could not really analyze in hls 
frowning face. 

"Watch that man — call bim back!" 
ordered Resilius Marvel, as Chespa 
left the room and we heard him scale 
Iho upper staircase like a deer hound. 

We were too late. A door Jarred 
above us. Then a long, curdling 
shriek rang out. The door of the ante 
room to the apartment of the newly 
wedded pair waa ajar, the can* where 
Cheaps had kept hls Indian relics waa 
open. 

He had leaped from a window and 
disappeared after ono word with* tho 
woman who had deceived him— going 
back, back to the old life where truth 
and loyalty at least were held In 
honor. 

In the center of tho next room lay 
a writhing form — a meet victim of 
savage Justice. It was Nina, and her 
hands were clasped above her bleed- 
ing head, and beside her lay— a scalp 
lug knife. 


The First Submarine. 

The first submarine boat of which 
history inukcs any record was built by 
n Dutchman named mn Driehcl, In 
1840. The boat was built In England 
with money said to have been ad- | 
vunced by King James I. According 
to reports, the vessel hud u unique 
bnlln«tlng system. There was n nun- , 
ber of goatskin bugs placed under the i 
deck between two large planks. These j 
bogs, when filled with water, caused s 
the vessel to sink. To cause It to rise ! 
again the bugs were pressed together 
with n windlass arrangement, forcing 
the water out. nnd thus giving the 
boot reserve buoyancy. — The Engineer 

Doomsday Book. 

The Doomsday book waa a valuation 
survey of England made by William 
the Conqueror. It was begun In 1085 
und completed two years later. The I 
book records the owners of land, the 
nature of Its cultivation, the number 
of Its Inhabitants and their respeetlvs 
clause*— whether freemen, villeins or 
Berta. The compilation of the book 
mads taxation on a aouhd basin pos- 
sible. besides being a census mil and 
a record of property valuations. The 
survey was called the Doomsday Rook 
because Id the eyes of the people It 
waa libs the treat reckoning of doom*- 
lay. 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 28 


EZRA RETURNING FROM BABY- 
LON. 

LESSON TEXT— Esm S:15-K. 

GOLDEN TEXT— The hard of our God 
is upon nil them for good that n.ek him.— 

Esm S SL 

An Interval of some fifty years In- 
tervenes between the dedication of the 
temple and the Journey of Ezra to Pal- 
estine. Some sflrring events lu the 
world occurred In this time which 
greatly helped the Jews. It was dur- 
ing thin time that the episode of 
EMher's being made queen und the ele- 
vation of ilordoctil occurred, which fa- 
vorably disponed the I'rndnu govern- 
ment toward the Jews. The time was 
auspicious for Ezra to mukc bis re- 
quest unto Artuxerxes. The supreme 
aim at Ezra wns the restoration of the 
irue worship of Jehovah, for It Is evi- 
dent that the work done by Zerublmbel 
had largely failed of Its aim. In order 
that Ezra might be un efficient instru- 
ment In the hands of God for the uc- 
rrnnpll'hinent of this purpose, he “pre- 
pared hls heart to seek the law of the 
Lord und to do It, nnd to leach In I*- 
rucl the stalutcs nnd judgments" 
(7:10). There ure thfee stages In llie 
experience of every true teacher. First : 
to seek the law of the Lord. Second: 
to do it. Third : to teach It to other*. 
Tbc lust Is Impossible without the first 
two. 

Hie royal commission granted to 
Ezra embraced — 

(1) The return of all whose free will 
prompted them to do so (7 : 1.1) . 

(2) Ezra's being given magisterial 
authority over the district “beyond the 
river" (7:25. 28). 

(.1) Exemption from taxatb n to tho 
Lev lies (7:24). 

(4) Conveyance of offerings from the 
king and Ids officers (7:15, 19). 

I. Register of Ezra's Companions 
(1-14) Doubtless this Is u representa- 
tive list of those who Joined Ezra. 
There Is cleur Implication that the 
twelve tribes are represented among 
thoseswbo returned. (See 2:70; 0:10, 
17.) 

II. Ezra Sends to Iddo for Ministers 
for the Temple Service (vv. 15-20). Be- 
fore the Journey to Palestine wns ac- 
tually begun, Ezra gathered about him 
hls companions who wore to accom- 
pany him. to see whether they wore 
representative. In this review he dis- 
covered that none of the amis of Levi 
were In tbetcompany. So he sent chief 
men to Iddo, who was doubtless tins 
president of the school of the Levlte*, 
for ministers for God's house. In re- 
sponse to this appeal, 88 Levitca and 
229 Nethlnlm* Joined him. 

III. Ezra Seeking the Guidance of 
the Lord (w. 21-23), The Journey was 
full of deadly perils. It lay through 
u region Invested with Bedouin ma- 
rauders. Ezra, fully conscious of thine, 
n. d ashamed to ask help of the king, 
proclaimed a fast. In which in deep 
humiliation they sought the guidance 
and protection of God. Tills Is a lino 
illustration of the independence, und 
yet dependence, of the men who fully 
trust God. His chief concern was for 
the honor of God’s nuuie. He had so 
confidently und repeatedly spoken to 
the king of the divine sufficiency that 
now to have asked for a guard of sol- 
diers would cause him to blush with 
shame. In this critical hour they com- 
mitted themselves to tho cure of Him 
who keejirlh Israel. Wo should begin 
every Journey, every undertaking, 
every new piece of work, every new 
day by seeking the direction of God. 
No friendship or business Interest ever 
reaches Its beet unless God's hand bo 
In It and upon It. We should not go 
anywhere, engage In any business or 
have any friendship upon which we may 
not ask God's hlesslug and uld. They 
sought this for themselves, for their 
children, und all their substance. They 
knew that as soon as they mode God 
first bis blessing would be Upon them, 
and ns soon ns they forsook him bis 
power would l>e withdrawn and bis 
wrath would he upon them. 

IV. The Treasure Committed to 
Twelve Priests (vv. 24-30). Combined 
with their faith In God. wo And prac- 
tical business sense. Honest, trust- 
worthy. good men were selected (v. 
28). To such only should be Intrusted 
the Lord's money — gifts offered freoly 
to the Lord by hls people. Again, the 
money was carefully counted and 
weighed, and the amount set down. 
The (licit were held accountable ut tho 
end of the Journey for everything In- 
trusted to them. Men ought lo be held 
to strict account for everything Intrust- 
ed to them, to the very last cent. The 
men to wbuui this was intrusted were 
holy ; the gifts were God's; they did 
not belong to any man; they were 
charged with thR obligation to deliver 
these gifts before the chief priests. 

V. The Safe Arrival at Jerusalem 
(vv. 31-38). The Journey lasted four 
months. They carried with them mil- 
lions sf dollars' worth of treasnre, 
through a region Infested with maraud- 
ing Bedouin*, yet God delivered them 
from their bands. At the end of the 
journey they testified to the faithful- 
ness of God In bringing them safely on 
(v. 31). The safe arrival at the end 
of each day's Journey Is due to the 
good hand of onr God upon os. After 
resting three daya, the treasure waa 
brought Into the temple and burnt of- 
ferings were made before tbs Lord Js- 
kwih. 



